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Jess Dwyer & Erin Dayton, English
Don Perreault, Jeff Bernardi & Allison Liftig, Social Studies

Laura Hilton, Kevin Lam & Val Kropiwnicki, Fine Arts
Meg Kimmett, Deb Montenegro & Donna Peano, Science

Kim White, Gusty Ferretti & Chris Allegretti, Math
Rachel Cassella, World Language

Kristie Schmidt, Library Media Specialist
Maria Ehrhardt, Business

Mary Hambor, School to Career
Sarah McKinney, Counseling



The International Baccalaureate is a two-year program for students in 
grades 11 and 12. Upon successful completion, students earn college 
credit and an internationally recognized high school diploma.

IB Students will:
● be encouraged to think independently and drive their own learning
● become more culturally and globally aware
● be able to engage with people in an increasingly globalized, 

rapidly changing world.

WHAT IS IB?



District Mission
We, the communities of Chester, Deep River, Essex and Region 4, engage all 
students in a rigorous and collaborative educational program. We prepare our 
learners to be respectful citizens who are empowered to contribute in a 
globalized society.

IB Mission
IB programmes promote the education of the whole person, emphasizing 
intellectual, personal, emotional and social growth through all domains of 
knowledge. The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded 
people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the 
planet, help create a better and more peaceful world.

MISSION ALIGNMENT



MISSION ALIGNMENT

We promote the development of students who are:

➢ Inquirers

➢ Principled

➢ Communicators

➢ Thinkers

➢ Open-minded

➢ Caring 

➢ Risk-takers

➢ Balanced

➢ Reflective

➢ Knowledgeable



STRATEGIC PLAN ALIGNMENT
CRITICAL AND CREATIVE PROBLEM SOLVING

● CCPS is a consistent theme in all IB courses
● Careful and explicit focus on critical thinking

and problem solving
● Students required to learn adaptable critical thinking skills
● Students must apply problem solving skills creatively
● Professional development trains educators on how to implement 

best practices that are consistent with emerging brain science 
and modern educational research

● Decreased emphasis on “coverage” which has been the norm
in secondary education



PROCESS
Steps Completed:
● Developed IB Committee

○ completed and ongoing, 2015 - present
● Visited IB Schools (Northport, LI/Guilford, CT)

○ completed February 2016
● Share findings with the BOE

○ completed March 3, 2016
○ completed January 5, 2017

● BOE voted to approve moving forward with IB candidacy
○ completed February 22, 2017

● Applied for IB candidacy
○ completed April, 2017 and approved June 2017

● VRHS Receives IB Candidacy
○ completed June 2017 

● IB Consultant Visit
○ completed October 2017

● IB Authorization Visit
○ completed October 2018



PROGRAM MODEL AND STRUCTURE



IB approaches to learning:
● Thinking 
● Communications 
● Social 
● Self-management 
● Research 

PROGRAM APPROACHES

IB approaches to teaching: 
● Based on inquiry 
● Focused on conceptual 

understanding 
● Developed in local and

global contexts 
● Focused on effective

teamwork and collaboration 
● Differentiated to meet the

needs of all learners 
● Informed by formative and 

summative assessment



EARNING THE DIPLOMA
Curriculum

● Six subject groups 
○ Group 1: Studies in Language and Literature
○ Group 2: Language Acquisition
○ Group 3: Individuals and Societies
○ Group 4: Experimental Sciences
○ Group 5: Mathematics
○ Group 6: The Arts/Business

● All students in the Diploma Program must take three  High 
Level (HL) courses and three Standard Level (SL) courses.

● The primary distinction between HL and SL courses is the 
volume of work; in all other ways, they are the same



In addition to the 6 courses, students must satisfactorily complete 
the following core components:

○ Extended essay (EE) 
Research paper giving students an opportunity to conduct independent 
research or investigation on a topic that interests them.

○ Theory of knowledge (TOK)
An oral presentation and an essay which is developed over the course of the 
program. It asks students to reflect on the nature of knowledge, and on how 
we know what we claim to know.

○ Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)
An experiential project undertaken by students challenging them to show 
initiative, demonstrate perseverance, and develop collaboration, problem 
solving, and decision making skills.

EARNING THE DIPLOMA
CORE REQUIREMENTS



INCREASED OPPORTUNITIES
FOR OUR STUDENTS

● IB courses are accessible, inclusive and complement our current 
academic programs including AP and UCONN

● Courses meet for a year or more and ensure long-term growth and 
increased depth of knowledge

● Promotes a more cohesive whole-school intellectual culture
● Emphasizes critical thinking through writing in all content areas 
● Intrinsic IB value: both college and career-bound students benefit 

because of the focus on 21st Century Learning Expectations
● Creates a more independent, self-motivated, globally aware, critical 

thinker who can succeed in real-world situations
● Students take ownership of learning and individualize

their academic focus



21ST CENTURY ALIGNMENT

● Global awareness
● Effectively access, evaluate and use information
● Design products to showcase learning outcomes
● Communicate effectively through multiple modalities
● Foster adaptability and time management
● Utilize digital technologies to showcase learning outcomes 

and solve problems



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

● High Quality Professional Development:
Concept-Driven, Inquiry-Based, within a Global Context

● Alignment to Strategic Plan’s focus on Critical and Creative 
Problem Solving

● Train the Trainer Model
● School-wide Instructional Benefits (Influencing all teachers)
● International Collaboration with Other Educators
● Supports and Enhances Curriculum and Instruction



COLLEGE READINESS

A recent study looked at the standards for seven IB Program 
courses and compared them to a set of standards for 
college-readiness. Researchers found:
● A high degree of alignment with college readiness standards 

in all subject areas
● Many IB standards were more advanced than those required 

for success in entry-level college courses
● IB standards address key cognitive strategies (critical 

thinking, intellectual inquisitiveness and interpretation skills) 
that have been identified by college instructors as necessary 
for college success



● Increases academic opportunity
● Promotes caring about more than just results
● Encourages students to become a confident and independent 

learner
● Recognized internationally 
● Fosters critical thinking
● Emphasizes global mindedness
● Teaches time management skills
● Assesses more than traditional exam techniques
● Ensures subjects are not taught in isolation
● Encourages breadth and depth of learning

IDEAL PREPARATION FOR COLLEGE



COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE RATE



WHAT DO COLLEGES SAY ABOUT IB?

● Merit Scholarships provided

● Significant college credit awarded to diploma candidates

● IB candidates succeed at a much higher rate than their
peers who do not take IB courses in college

● Students that complete IB courses are much more prepared 
for advanced study



WHAT DO COLLEGES SAY ABOUT IB?

“It is the 'best' high school prep curriculum an American school can 
offer.”

Marilee Jones
Director of Undergraduate Admission
Massachusetts Institute of Technology

“IB is well known to us for excellent preparations. Success in an IB 
programme correlates well with success at Harvard. We are always 
pleased to see the credentials of the IB Diploma Programme on the 
transcript.”

Marilyn McGrath Lewis
Director of Undergraduate Admission   
Harvard University



WHAT DO COLLEGES SAY ABOUT IB?

“One of the advantages of an IB curriculum is its structure and quality. 
It is a coordinated programme, well established, well known and well 
respected. We know the quality of IB courses, and we think the IB 
curriculum is terrific.”

Christoph Guttentag
Director of Undergraduate Admission
Duke University

“The IB is a first-rate programme, one we are familiar with, and it 
prepares students well for a university like ours.”

Fred Hargadon
Director of Undergraduate Admissions
Princeton University



WHAT DO COLLEGES SAY ABOUT IB?

“I have always been a supporter of the International Baccalaureate 
Programme. It is a thoughtful and genuinely intellectual curriculum 
with an unusually high degree of integrity and connectedness. There is 
no other curriculum anywhere that does a superior job of both 
educating students and inspiring a true and broad based love of 
learning.”

William Shain
Dean of Undergraduate Admissions
Vanderbilt University



WHAT DO COLLEGES SAY ABOUT IB?

“The rigor of the IB Diploma requirements meets our recommendation 
for the strongest high school preparation possible…in sum, the IB 
Diploma candidate who has met the challenge successfully receives 
strong consideration from the William & Mary admission committee.”

Allison Jesse
Former Associate Dean of Admissions
William and Mary University



About this templateIN SUMMARY

● Cultivate a school culture that integrates effective IB approaches
in all classes, for all students 

● Integrate a model of instruction that embraces inquiry, conceptual 
understanding, global context, collaboration, differentiation, 
authentic assessment into all instruction across all subjects

● Critical and Creative Problem Solving has been researched by IB 
for years - these examples will positively affect other courses

● Robust professional development will impact all teachers - IB 
trained teachers will engage others in professional development

● Effective way to move teaching and learning from “coverage” and 
“memorization” to more rigor and authentic learning

● Current 9th graders will be eligible for the IB Diploma Program
● Adds significant value to the entire school system and towns of 

Chester, Deep River, and Essex


